
  

 

 

ODC OUTLOOK 
                OPEN DOOR CENTER           September -October 2025  

Direct Support Professionals: Real Superheroes 

     Direct Support Professional (DSP) Recognition Week (September 7-13, 2025) 
serves as a time to celebrate and raise awareness for the vital work of direct     
support professionals who help people with intellectual and developmental        
disabilities live, work, and connect within their communities.  Open Door Center 
plans special events throughout the week to recognize and thank our superhero 
DSPs for their amazing work.   
     What is a Direct Support Professional (DSP)?  Often referred to as DSPs,   
these employees provide long-term support and services to individuals with       
disabilities.  DSPs offer necessary assistance with daily living activities, job   
coaching, community access, and enable independence. 
     There are approximately 5,300 direct support professionals (DSPs) in  North 
Dakota.  Open Door Center employs nearly 190 direct support professionals.  We 
were recently notified that one of our very own employees, Melissa Meyer, has 
been selected as a 2025 NDACP Direct Support Professional of the Year!         
Melissa was one of 12 DSPs selected state-wide for this honor.  Melissa exemplifies 
what it means to be an outstanding DSP through her dedication, professionalism, 
creativity, advocacy, and accomplishments. We are honored to recognize the     
positive impact she makes every day in the lives of those she supports. 
     Open Door Center simply would not exist without our valued direct support 
professionals.  On behalf of persons supported, Board of Directors, family,  

friends, and staff of the Open Door Center, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
Open Door Center DSPs and those throughout North Dakota for their commit-

ment to excellence.  DSPs are real superheroes!   

    Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
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WE WANT YOUR CANS   
 
Open Door Center is look-
ing for donations of pop 
cans for our individuals to 
crush.  Once crushed they 
are turned in to be recycled.   
 
Our folks get paid to crush 
cans and look forward to the 
paychecks they receive.   
 
Cans can be dropped off at 
the Day Activity Center 
(north of Pizza Corner).  

OR 
If you live in the Fargo 
 area, you can take your 
cans to the MinnKota  
Recycling center and tell 
them you want to donate 
them to Open Door Center 
in Valley City. They send us 
a check quarterly. 

 
Please help us, 
wonôt you? 

 Excellence in serving people with disabilities by: 
 *Respecting dignity and rights 

 *Providing opportunities for growth 

 *Fostering independence 
 

Open Door Center is an equal opportunity  

provider, and employer. 

 Open Door Center is a 
non-profit corporation 

serving  
people with disabilities. 

 
Board of Directors 
Deb Kohler, President 
Al Adams-Vice President 
Gail Pederson, Sec./Treas. 

James Buhr 
Bill Cook 

Marla DeLorme 
Mark Diede 
Grant Goven 
Samantha Holm 
 Carol McIlvaine 
 Mary Lee Robinson 

 

 
 Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
 Josh Plecity, Director of Finance 
    Sherri Horsager, Human Resource 
Melissa Johnston, Staff Trainer 

 
    
 ICF                       Program Directors 
 Michelle Anderson                                Matt Jensen, Childrenôs Program 
                                                  Tiffannie Justesen, GH 3 
                                                   Maggie Oakland, Prairie Inn  
                                                                Cindy Schopper, Work Activity 
 Res. Hab.                                              Markie Toso, Lisbon   
 Heather Muscha                                        
 Ben Simonson      
 Kellie Schulz      
       

 REDUCE ~ REUSE ~ RECYCLE 
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SEPTEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 46 Years 
Robin Borchert-Thunderbird/Dakota Seasoning 

38 Years 
Leonard Krokum-Res. Hab. 

 
32 Years 

Rachel Kilmon-Res. Hab. 
31 Years 

Gary Prochnow-GH 4 
 

26 Years 
Kari Shape-Ranch 

 
24 Years 

Chris Feigert-Res. Hab 
Bekki Torkelson-Res. Hab 

 
17 Years 

Tara Janke-Prairie Inn 
 

13 Years 
Nancy Tougas-Administrative Assistant 

 
11 Years 

Nicole Wieser-GH3 & Day Services 
10 Years 

Colleen Hehr-GH 3 
 

9 Years 
Victoria Omdahl-GH5 & Day Services 

Sherry Anderson-GH 1 
 

8 Years 
Jeremy Heinze-Lisbon 

 
7 Years 

Dawn Larson Schock-Lisbon 
Kassandra Gilbert-GH 4 & Day Services 

 
6 Years 

Shea Gresham-GH 5 
Jade Vaudrin-GH 4 & Day Services 

 
3 Years 

Shelly Anderson-GH 5, Kaylie Nguyen-Res. Hab 
Lynette Gustafson-Ranch 

 
2 Years 

Jamie Schuldheisz-GH 3 
Crystal Tompt-GH 3 & Day Services 

 
1 Year 

Jeanette Brown-Res. Hab., Loudyn Kelly-Lisbon 
David Brown-GH 4, Traci Ose-Lisbon 

 

  
SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Roxanne Dekrey 
Mychal Vaughan 
Kade Anderson 
Joel Strang 
Marah Pickell 
Jacki Colville 
Traci Lee 
Bekki Torkelson 
Brenda Degenstein 
Uria Gabel 
Tara Janke 
Melissa Huffstutler 
Eric Hoffert 
Shea Gresham 
Tifani Komrosky 
Nicole Jones 
Deb Borg 
Mason Nicholson 
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OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
  
  

42 Years 
Louie Jungling-Res. Hab. 

 
41 Years 

Lee Webster-Res. Hab 
 

18 Years 
Cassandra McBenge-Lisbon 

 
15 Years 

Garrett Hoľ-IT 
 

13 Years 
Theresa Rose-Res. Hab. 

 
5 Years 

Brenda Dick-Lisbon 
 

4 Years 
Jesse Schuldt-Res. Hab. & Day Services 

 
2 Years 

Russell Willard-Ranch 
 

1 Year 
Ryann Hart-Bookstore 

Jamie Hanson-GH 4 & Day Services 
 
 
 
  

  
 
  
 

 

 
 
 
  

 
OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS  

 
 

Billie Jo Toso 
Kassandra Gilbert 
Faith King 
Liam Pierce 
Carolyn Zaun 
Sarah Blaschke 
Garrett HoĻ 
CliĻ Peterson 
Aidyn McCombs 
Kaitlin Mitzel 
Sheryl Solberg 
Randy Eggermont 
Bekah Cook 
Pennie Walch 
Tara Anderson 
Keytyn Lemer 
Ellen Coghlan 
Kiara Nguyen 
Chris Feigert 
Matthew Johnson 
Kim Esch 
Jake Rindahl 
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A BIG      

 
 
 
        

  
  Kade Anderson, Jordan Bench, Savannah Blueshield, Ruby Chitty, Aaron Cluchie 

Ellen Coghlan, Angelique Hoffman, LaTosha Jefferson, Kelsey Kriewald 
Kierra Lund, Krisalynn Lybrand, Danalyn Opdahl, Rylan Parsley 
Corrie Peeler, Joseph Rocha, Joel Strang,  and Ashlynn Warren 

  

 AKTION CLUB 
Members of our Aktion Club, sponsored by Kiwanis Valley City, cleaned  

up trash, sticks and branches from Veterans Memorial Park.   
Thank you for keeping our town beautiful!! 
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 First we want to say ï WAY TO GO ï the Culture Committee 
sent out a challenge and boy did you answer the call! Rings, and 
more rings were sent in to CELEBRATE your coworkers for  
going ABOVE and BEYOND without being asked!! 
 
1 Simple Strategy to create positivity in our lives is to DO 
SOMETHING for SOMEONE ï a smile, helping others. If your 
day isnôt going as planned, we can either wallow in self-pity or 
focus on giving someone a helping hand that empowers 
YOU.    It shifts your focus from lack (what you donôt have or  
an unresolved problem) to abundance (giving your time, energy, 
resources). 
 
Red notes WINNERS 
 
Group Home 1 (orange) 
Group Home 2 (gold) 
Group Home 4 (Lime Green) 
Group Home 5 (Red) 
Ranch/Bookstore (yellow) 
 
Group Home 3 (mint green) 
Prairie Inn (salmon) 
Heathers Apts (Light Yellow) 
Benôs Apts (light Blue) 
Kellieôs Apts (purple) 
 
South (light pink) 
North (hot pink) 
Administration Building/Thunderbird (Aqua) 
Lisbon (cream) 

80th Birthday Celebration 
 

Pennie and Diane spent the afternoon 
with Linda celebrating her 80th Birthday.  
They went to church with her, sang songs 

and brought her a gift. 
Happy 80th Birthday Linda. 

 
We miss you!! 
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Date:  Monday, September 29th, 2025 

Time:  6:00 - (See Schedule Below) 

Place:  Dacotah Pavillion at Chautauqua Park 

PLEASE RSVP BY SEPTEMBER 15th. 

 

The Open Door Center will hold it's annual picnic at the Dacotah      

Pavillion in Chautauqua Park.  All family, friends and staff of those 

who receive services through Open Door Center are invited to attend.  

Supper will be catered.  Everything is provided. 

Please RSVP by September 15th.  We do need a head count to assure 

we have plenty of food for everyone. 

Hope to see you there. 

 

5:00 pm - Group Home 2 & 4 

5:15 pm - Group Home 3 & 5 

5:30 pm - Ranch 

5:45 pm - Group Home 1 

6:00 pm - Everyone Else 
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DETROIT LAKES VACATION 
 

Lori, Rox, Matt, and Lee from the 4 Plex were joined by friends Marshall 
and Carol  (Carol made a day trip of it with us)  went to Detroit Lakes for a 
day of fishing with the ôLetõs Go Fishing Detroit Lakesõ crew.  We were 
rained out the first day, and made the best of it by going to the movies    

and out for supper at Longbridge.  The second day we spent our morning mini 
golfing, everyone had a blast.  Lori got a hole-in-one on her first shot of 
the day!  RoxAnne was our star ball retriever whenever someone hit a ball  
into a water trap or out of bounds, or if it went in some kind of tunnel and 

didnõt come back out again, she was a lifesaver!  
Then we went fishing for the afternoon. As you can see from the pictures  
the weather was still a bit rainy and we had to get off the lake once and 
hang out in the vehicles, but everyone who did fish caught fish, and we    
enjoyed riding around the lake.  We enjoyed coming back to the hotel and 

spending time in the pool and hot tub!   
A good time was most definitely had by all.  
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Everyone was very busy in July this summer.  Above GH 4 and the     
Ranch each had their own Firework Show and enjoyed the noises, lights   

and everything else that goes along with the 4th of July! 

FUN IN JULY 

Shuffle Off To Buffalo 
Lori, Kelly and their staff 

headed to Buffalo for 
their Shuffle Off To  
Buffalo Celebration.  
They played BINGO, 

walked through the car 
show and enjoyed a nice 
free will offering supper.  
Great Time had by all!! 

On a beautiful sunny day the South Building crew headed to 
 the Park for an intense game of Volleyball.  Looked like  

everyone had a great time!! 
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 SUMMER TIME IS REDHAWKS TIME 
 

Several times this summer different groups of individuals and staff headed to Fargo        
to watch some Redhawks Baseball!  Weather cooperated for every game with lots of   

blue skies and sunshine!! 

Random Summer Fun 
Eric and Sam have 

been busy this summer 
�W�R�R�������7�K�H�\�²�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���E�L�N�H��
riding, going to Baseball 

games and having a 
Picnic at Medicine 

Wheel Park.  They are 
sure enjoying their  

summer!!  

    RANSOM COUNTY FAIR   
 

Mason, Jason and staff headed   
out to the Ransom County Fair     

to their annual Corn Feed!   
 

Looks Delicious!!  


