
  

 

 

ODC OUTLOOK 
                OPEN DOOR CENTER           November -December 2025  

 Closing Out 2025 

   It is hard to believe that the end of 2025 is quickly approaching.  End of the      
calendar year produces reflection of what our agency has accomplished in the past   
year, what was on óthe listô but not completed, and upcoming changes.   
 The North Dakota Legislative session ended with increasing funding to agencies 
like Open Door Center by 2% each year.  This was not the 3% and 4% increase we    
were hoping for but was a bit more than what was originally proposed in Governor  
Armstrongôs budget.  Our board recently passed this along to our employees by           
increasing base wages across the board.  
 As an agency, we have been working hard on transitioning to documenting       
progress notes and objective data into an online system called Therap.  By the end of 
December 2025, we will be fully transitioned into all residential and vocational areas!   
 While we started 2025 with some significant staffing shortages, we have been 
slowly able to reduce that shortage.  Are we fully staffed?  No, but we are making some 
progress.  Cindy Schopper, Program Director of our Vocational Services, will be retiring 
at the end of December.  Cindy has been a fixture of Open Door Center for the past 37 
years; her dedication to our agency and persons supported has been second to none.  
(Retirement celebration plans to come!) Cindy will continue in her role with Special 
Olympics.  Maggie Oakland, Program Director at Prairie Inn, will be leaving our    
agency in November; she is moving into a clinical leadership role with the ND Depart-
ment of Corrections.   We wish Cindy and Maggie the best of luck in their new chapters.  
 In the past three weeks, a 10-person committee made up of our board members 
and supervisors have toured four sites in Fargo to gather information regarding day 
programming facilities and organizational structure.  These site tours were so valuable!  
Next week will be engaging in round-table discussion about our take-aways from these 
tours and, subsequently, recommend ónext stepsô to the board regarding our day       
programming facilities and structure.   I am looking forward to our discussion and     
upcoming possibilities to better serve the persons we support. 
 May the upcoming holiday season fill your hearts with peace and joy, 

 

    Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
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WE WANT YOUR CANS   
 
Open Door Center is look-
ing for donations of pop 
cans for our individuals to 
crush.  Once crushed they 
are turned in to be recycled.   
 
Our folks get paid to crush 
cans and look forward to the 
paychecks they receive.   
 
Cans can be dropped off at 
the Day Activity Center 
(north of Pizza Corner).  

OR 
If you live in the Fargo 
 area, you can take your 
cans to the MinnKota  
Recycling center and tell 
them you want to donate 
them to Open Door Center 
in Valley City. They send us 
a check quarterly. 

 
Please help us, 
wonôt you? 

 Excellence in serving people with disabilities by: 
 *Respecting dignity and rights 

 *Providing opportunities for growth 

 *Fostering independence 
 

Open Door Center is an equal opportunity  

provider, and employer. 

 Open Door Center is a 
non-profit corporation 

serving  
people with disabilities. 

 
Board of Directors 
Deb Kohler, President 
Al Adams-Vice President 
Gail Pederson, Sec./Treas. 

James Buhr 
Bill Cook 

Marla DeLorme 
Mark Diede 
Grant Goven 
Samantha Holm 
 Carol McIlvaine 
 Mary Lee Robinson 

 

 
 Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
 Josh Plecity, Director of Finance 
    Sherri Horsager, Human Resource 
Melissa Johnston, Staff Trainer 

 
    
 ICF                       Program Directors 
 Michelle Anderson                                Matt Jensen, Childrenôs Program 
 Mike Nelson                                        Tiffannie Justesen, GH 3 
                                                   Maggie Oakland, Prairie Inn  
                                                                Cindy Schopper, Work Activity 
 Res. Hab.                                              Markie Toso, Lisbon   
 Heather Muscha                                        
 Ben Simonson      
 Kellie Schulz      
       

 REDUCE ~ REUSE ~ RECYCLE 
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NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

 
  

16 Years 
Randy Eggermont-Ranch 

 
15 Years 

Cassie Colwell-Res. Hab. 
 

13 Years 
Megan Banderet-Prairie Inn 
Cheila Ihry-Prairie Inn 

 
8 Years 

Pam Flores-Res. Hab. 
 
6 Years 

Melissa Huffstutler-Prairie Inn 
 

4 Years 
Elaine Walls-Res. Hab. 

 
3 Years 

Ashley Oberlander-Res. Hab. 
Bonnie Olson-Res. Hab. 
Miranda Justesen-Lisbon 

 
2 Years 

Traci Lee-GH 4 
Joanne Nguyen-GH 2 

 
1 Year 

Stephanie Schafer-GH 2 
  

 
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 

  
NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

Staci King 
Tina Nilsen 
Sandra Ley 
James Kramer 
Natasha Esch 
Richard Roorda 
Tarryn Justesen 
Angelique Hoffman 
York Grebel 
Josh Kracht 
Robin Huffstutler 
Levi Olson 
Jody Smedshammer 
Analise Hanson 
Diana Gehlhoff 
Ryann Hart 
Adam Compson 
Stefanie Quernemoen 
Nancy Tougas 
Anthony Anderson 
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DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

34 Years 
Veronica Miller-Res. Hab. 

 
28 Years 

Kevin Esch-GH 2 
 

24 Years 
Dan Johnson-Res. Hab. 

 
17 Years 

Willy Korinta-Ranch 
 

15 Years 
Ben Simonson-Program Director 

 
9 Years 

Maureen Rueckert-Prairie Inn 
 

8 Years 
Sarah Parkman-Nursing 
Patsy Hanson-Nursing 
Jane Diemert-Nursing 

 
6 Years 

Robin Miedema-Admin 
Analise Hanson-Res. Hab. 

 
5 Years 

Brad Kumlin-Day Services 
 

2 Years 
Adrian Graʞng-GH 2 
Chloee Wieser-GH 4 
Margaret Bosco-GH 5 

 
1 Year 

Sara Blaschke-Lisbon 
Gabby Pope-GH 5 

 
 
 
 
  

 
DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Matt Thorson 
Heather Cunningham 
Jeremy Heinze 
Cheila Ihry 
Shane HoĻman 
Dana Cihak 
Ashlynn Warren 
Jason Blasczyk 
Kris Kopp 
Samantha StorhoĻ 
Darnelle Bakke 
Stephanie Sauter 
Jai Goulet 
Adam Maresh 
Sam Ihry 
Michelle Grebel 
Robin Miedema 
Rebekah Hilgemann 
Dale Wangrud 
Colette Jenson 
Hadlee Mathias 
Nicole Wright 
Christine Miller 
Julie Opdahl 
Adrian GraȐng 
Jesse Juelfs 
Wanda Schwab 
Randy Reiser 
Brandon Moen  
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A BIG      

 
 
 
        

  
 Bev Archer, Cassie Brown, Mia Casseus, Jocelyn Castro 
Declan Christopherson, Averi Elton, Chiara Glauner 
Madison Mikkelsen, Mike Nelson, Bonnie Schumacher 

Kristal Skramstad, and Zachery Wilkie 
  

End of Summer Fun 
The end of Summer brought Tasha, Faith, and Shelby to the outdoor swimming 

pool.  Everyone had a blast splashing around in the water and playing catch.  
Faith gives it 2 Thumbs Up!! 

Kelly and Bekah out walking the 
 Hiliner track and enjoying the 

beautiful weather!! 
 

Richard and Kelly headed to  
Fargo for a Bison Football game.   

Horns Up!! 
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MEDORA IN THE FALL 
 

Chris, Janna, Colleen, along 
with staff Nicki and      

Tiffannie headed west to 
Medora for a few days.  
They enjoyed sightseeing, 
the Musical and taking a 
drive along the Wildlife 
Loop.  They were lucky 
enough to come across a 

couple of Buffalos!  Everyone 
had a GREAT time!!  

 VOLLEYBALL GAME  
 

Leonard and Richard along 
with staff spent an evening 

in VCSU Graichen Gym 
watching the Lady Vikes 

play some Volleyball.  They 
enjoyed watching and of 

course the treats they got. 
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Last Day of Fishing 
Holly and Ben headed to the Lake for one last day of fishing for the season.   

Fishing was kind of slow but they made the most of it.  4 Small Mouth Bass - 2 
at 17 inches.  10 keeper Bluegills, 2 Perch and Hollyðs first keeper Walleye!!  She 

was pretty pumped about the Bass and Walleye.   
Nice day on the water ! !  

COOKING CLASS AT PRAIRIE INN 
 

Larissa Musgrave came down to the Prairie Inn one day and held a 
cooking class.  Tara volunteered to be the Cook.  Her family was 
even there to watch.  Iõm sure they shared some samples!! 
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VCHS HOMECOMING PARADE 
VC Public Schools held their 
Homecoming paradeé.even in 
the rain.  The rain didnõt stop this 
energetic group from going out 
and handing out candy, Doggy 
Biscuits and lotions!  Diane and 

staff chose to ride the trolley with 
some of her friends from the  
Senior Center.  I guess they   

wanted to stay dryñcanõt say I 
blame them.  The HiLiner     

Football team also won their 
Homecoming game 32-0 ! ! !  

DSP WEEK  
DSP week was held in  

 September and on one of 
the days we treated the 

DSPs and individuals to Hot 
Dogs and Chips.  Tracey 

and Heather, aka Hot Dog 
and Ketchup, delivered 

some of the treats to those 
who  couldnõt make it over 

to the Admin Building.  
Tracey and Heather were 
sure good sports to dress 

the part!!  
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2025 ODC Picnic 
 

We had a GREAT turnout 
for the 2025 Picnic that was 
held at the Dakotah Pavillion 

in Chautauqua Park.  
The meal consisted of 

BBQõs, Chips, Salads, Pickels 
and Cupcakes.  It was 

Delicious!!  Lori Jury and her 
crew always do a super job!!
The weather was great and 
a lot of people hung out  
outside for awhile too!   
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PUMPKIN PAINTING  
Our friends down in Lisbon spent some time painting pumpkins, getting 

ready for Halloween.  Looks like they all had a great time!!  
We sure have some artists down in Lisbon!!  

Great Job!!  

VCPR FUN RUN  
 

Jeanette, Jenna, Marie along with Jenny and 
Tracey òfollowed the Yellow Brick Roadó in 

the Valley City Parks & Recreation Halloween 
Fun Run/Walk that was held in October in 

Chautauqua Park.  Everyone had fun     
dressing up as their favorite Wizard of Oz 

character and walking around the park.  
You all look GREAT!!!  


