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                OPEN DOOR CENTER           May - June 2026 

Wind of Change 

      
 

    As I contemplated my topic for this article on this windy North Dakota 
spring day, I am inspired by the Scorpionsô 1990 song ñWind of Change.ò  
Wind because, yes, it has been very windy lately.  Change as weôve hired  
some new staff recently due to internal transfers. 
     Dana Leick, veteran employee of Open Door Center for 27 years, is     
transitioning from Lead Maintenance to a rotating overnight position at the 
Prairie Inn.  Corbin Morrison, current maintenance assistant, has been hired 
as Lead Maintenance and will be trained by Dana Leick. 
     Nancy Tougas, employee of Open Door Center for 13 years, will be      
transitioning from Administrative Assistant to a rotating overnight position 
in a residential apartment.  Her position has not been filled as of yet.  
     DeeAnn Newman, Thrift-E-Shop clerk, has been hired as the  Valley City 
Thrift-E-Shop store manager.  We are in the process of hiring a Training   
Coordinator and Activities Coordinator as well. 
     As an employer of nearly 200 employees, Open Door Center offers a    

wide range of positions---days, evenings, sleep overnights, awake overnights,       

retail, production, etc.  As the personal lives or careers goals of our            

employees change, they have opportunities to look within our agency to   

meet their changing needs.  I view the opportunities for movement within  

our agency as an asset to our employees.  Additionally, retaining experienced 

employees reflect Open Door Centerôs appreciation of staff and improves  

our services to the individuals we support.  Congratulations to Dana,  

Corbin, Nancy, and DeeAnn on their new roles within Open Door Center! 

 

 

Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
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WE WANT YOUR CANS   
 
Open Door Center is look-
ing for donations of pop 
cans for our individuals to 
crush.  Once crushed they 
are turned in to be recycled.   
 
Our folks get paid to crush 
cans and look forward to the 
paychecks they receive.   
 
Cans can be dropped off at 
the Day Activity Center 
(north of Pizza Corner).  

OR 
If you live in the Fargo 
 area, you can take your 
cans to the MinnKota  
Recycling center and tell 
them you want to donate 
them to Open Door Center 
in Valley City. They send us 
a check quarterly. 

 
Please help us, 
wonôt you? 

 Excellence in serving people with disabilities by: 
 *Respecting dignity and rights 

 *Providing opportunities for growth 

 *Fostering independence 
 

Open Door Center is an equal opportunity  

provider, and employer. 

 Open Door Center is a 
non-profit corporation 

serving  
people with disabilities. 

 
Board of Directors 
Deb Kohler, President 
Al Adams-Vice President 
Gail Pederson, Sec./Treas. 

James Buhr 
Bill Cook 

Marla DeLorme 
Mark Diede 
Grant Goven 
Samantha Holm 
 Carol McIlvaine 
 Mary Lee Robinson 

 

 
 Tracey Zaun, Executive Director 
 Josh Plecity, Director of Finance 
    Sherri Horsager, Human Resource 

  
 
    
 ICF                       Program Directors 
 Michelle Anderson                                Matt Jensen, Childrenôs Program 
 Mike Nelson                                        Tiffannie Justesen, GH 3 
                                                   Veronica Reisenauer, Prairie Inn  
                                                                Markie Toso, Lisbon                         
 Res. Hab.                                                
 Heather Muscha                                        
 Ben Simonson      
 Kellie Schulz      
       

 REDUCE ~ REUSE ~ RECYCLE 
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 MAY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
 

31 Years 
Jenny Kriewald - Res. Hab. 

 
23 Years 

Staci King - Res. Hab. 
Jess Stack - Res. Hab. 

 
22 Years 

Colette Jenson - Res. Hab. 
Diana Gehlhoff - Prairie Inn 

 
18 Years 

Adam Maresh - Res. Hab. 
 

13 Years 
Tiffannie Justesen - Program Director GH 3 

 
11 Years 

Jesse Juelfs - Lisbon 
Travis Donnelly - GH 5 

 
7 Years 

Cullen Engstrom - Prairie Inn 
 

5 Years 
Cindy Zahn - Res. Hab. 
Jai Goulet - GH 4 
Dana Cihak - GH 5 

 
3 Years 

Mia Fountain - GH 5 
Adam Compson - Day Services 

 
2 Years 

Suzy Becker - Res. Hab. 
Ethan Cabezas - Day Services 
Shelby Cabezas - Day Services 

 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 

MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
Kellie Schulz 
Tiffany Johnson 
Nick LeMier 
Ethan Cabezas 
Shelby Cabezas 
Chris Merkes 
Cassandra McBenge 
Garrett Greenwood 
Loudyn Kelly 
Corrie Peeler 
Theresa Rose 
Jessica Stack 
Jeanne Wobbema 
Lori Reimers 
Cindy Zahn 
Jeanette Brown 
Jessica Feist 
Layne Nannenga 
Maureen Rueckert 
Kelvin Opp 
Kandice Novak 
Nicole Wieser 
Lee Webster 
Colin Zawaira 
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JUNE 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
45 Years 

Julie LeMier-GH 3 
31 Years 

Nicole Jones-Res. Hab. 
Matt Harrington-GH 2 
Alex Lanenga-Res. Hab. 

 
29 Years 

Deb Borg-Day Services 
27 Years 

Kelly Klein-Res. Hab. 
 

25 Years 
Matt Jensen-Program Director GH 1 

20 Years 
Katie Sand-GH 4 

19 Years 
Lee Hoľ-Res. Hab. 

 
18 Years 

Phillip Hill-GH 3 
16 Years 

Cliľ Peterson-GH 3 
14 Years 

Marshall Pederson-Res. Hab. 
 

13 Years 
Kandice Novak-Res. Hab. 

11 Years 
Alexis Wilson-GH 1 

9 Years 
Randy Prescott-GH 5 

8 Years 
John Haas-Ranch 

 
7 Years 

Sarah Howe-Day Services & Res. Hab. 
Beverly Howe-Bookstore 

Liam Pierce-Lisbon, Carol McIlvaine-Ranch 
 

3 Years 
Markie Toso-Program Director Lisbon 
Matthew Johnson-Day Services 

2 Years 
Kiara Nguyen-GH 3, Keytyn Lemer-Prairie Inn 

 
1 Year 

Amelia Belgard-Res. Hab. 
Richard Gruman-GH 1 
Helen Sherlock-Res. Hab. 
Victoria Blackburn-Res. Hab. 

 

JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Marie DeLorme 
Zach Wilkie 
Micah Lint 
Joanne Nguyen 
Tawonna Williams-Howard 
Robin Borchert 
Owen Zarr 
Sherri Horsager 
Corbin Morrison 
Karla Lyon 
Melissa Johnston 
Alexis Wilson 
Janna Bitz 
Diane Wagner 
Rachel Myren 
Ronnie Mulder 
Aaron Cluchie 
Pam Flores 
Dawn Larson Schock 
Danalyn Opdahl 
Rose Anderson 
Sandy Tiede 
Dan Johnson 
Marie Esch 
Brenda Bjork 
Missy Leroux 
Kelly Braton 
Kathy McGough 
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A BIG      

 
 
 
        

  
 

 Jonas Anderson, Tori Christensen, Michelle Derheim, Xanthe Dick, Marie Esch 
        Julie Humann, Danette Knudson, Lisa Limesand, Hannah Nenow, DeeAnn Newman 
Micaela Patraw, Jill Pederson, Audrey Poukka,  Melissa Rodin, Amber Saxberg  
Jody Smedshammer, Decontee Smith, Allison Veselka, Alise Volk and Owen Zarr 

 

DONATION  
 

Joyce DeVillers donated their full size 
van to the Open Door Center.  It is a 
full size passenger van and will be able 
to be used for many different travel  
opportunities for our individuals. 

Thank you DeVillers Family!!  

NORTH DAKOTA WINTERSHOW 
 

NDWS kicked oʡ with their annual 
Chili Cookoʡ.  Aidyn, Tracey, Faith, 

Staci, Adam and Marshall  
participated with their ñThereôs No 
Place Like Home-Style Chili.ò 

Everyone enjoyed dressing up and 
serving chili to all the taste-testers!  
Though they didnôt walk away with 
any of the top honors, everyone sure 

had a blast!! 
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MORE WINTERSHOW FUN 

 
There were many different activities the individuals enjoyed     

during the 2026 North Dakota Wintershow.  Pictured below is  Col-
leen, Georgia, Janna, Julie and Jamie who attended the Chili 

Cookoff, trying may different cups of the Chili. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year was the ɤrst year they held the WI Freestyle Motocross  
Power Sports Derby.  Richard, Marshall and Missy attend the 

event. It got pretty loud but everyone enjoyed!! 
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MONSTER JAM 
 

Richard, Leonard, Kelly and Marshall 
headed to the Fargodome and had front 
row seats to watch all the trucks race and 
rumble on the floor of the Dome.  Many 
of the favorites were there to participate:  
Monster Mutt Dalmation, El Toro Loco, 

Jurassic Attack and of course Grave   
Digger.  Monster Mutt Dalmation was 

the weekend winner with the most points 
collected.  Looks like a great time!! 
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As I see it from  

where I sit!      

                By Katie Sand 

Corner 
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 Hello Everyone!! 

 
I donȴt know about you but I am very 
happy to say goodbye to April as well as 
all of that snow!!  May is right around 
the corner and with that comes Clean Up 
Week!  Clen Up Week is May 11thȱ16th  
if you are looking to get some Spring 
Cleaning done.  Donȴt forget though itȴs 
Motherȴs Day on May 10th.  Make sure   
to get those special moms in your life 
something nice!!  Valley City High School 
graduation is May 24th.  Congratulations 

to all those graduation seniors.            
You did it!! 

With the end of May brings us to June.  In 
June we have Rally in the Valley as well 
as Fatherȴs Day.  Fatherȴs Day is June 21st 
so make sure to get those special dads in 

your life something nice.   
Be sure to get out and enjoy the nice days 
because before long it will be cold again. 

 
Until next timeȼȼ...KATIE 

Fargo PRCA Rodeo 
 

Richard has always 
loved a good rodeo.  
The end of March he 
went to Fargo and 

watched the Bull Riding, 
Barrel Racing, Bronc 
Riding and some Roping 
Events.  And of course, 
itõs always fun to watch 
the Rodeo Clowns. 
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 FUN FACTS IN SPORTS  

After the NFL instituted itõs waiver system in 1934 to allow 

teams to pick up available players, Philadelphia Eagles co- owner 

Bert Bell felt that his team was at a disadvantage in signing top 

players.  The first NFL Draft was held February 8, 1936 at the 

Ritz- Carlton Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Clubs select-

ed from a pool of only 90 players.  There were no formal 

scouting departments, no agents and no 24-hour sports media 

coverage.  The list of eligible players was compiled from news-

paper reports, visits to local colleges by team executives and 

recommendations to front office personnel.  With the first 

pick, Bellõs Eagles selected Heisman Trophy winner, Jay 

Berwanger from the University of Chicago. 

Adam Compson is a   
new writer for ODC   
Outlook.  He enjoys  
reading up on many   
subjects and sharing fun 
information with us. 
Thank you Adam! 

A,* A¯®z~~y >]rzr|p« 
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§ªjojª ®~ pj® ] f~z~ª f~§· r| ·~¯ª j{]rzÐ 

§zj]«j zj®  y]®q· y|~µ  
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X~¯ {]· ]z«~ ´rjµ ®qj |jµ«zj®®jª ~| ~¯ª  
µje«r®j č ~hf´fÏf~{ ¯|hjª ®qj ?.VM ®]e 
~| ®~§Ï  6o ·~¯ §ªjojª ~|j ~o ®qj ~®qjª   
~§®r~|« zj® ¯« y|~µ ]|h µj µrzz ªj{~´j ·~¯ 

~oo ®qj {]rzr|p zr«®Ï  
  

Every year Group Home 1 does a compe-
tition during the NCAA Basketball Final 
Four Tournament.  We had 16 total  

people participate and they all picked who 
they thought would win each game along 
the way.  Nurse Sarah was our winner.  
Michigan and UConn played each other 
and Michigan won the championship 69 to 

63 over UConn.   
 

Article provided by Anthony Anderson 
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Larissa Musgrave, Licensed Registered Dietitian  
provides Nutritional updates for Open Door Center  

individuals and will be providing articles for us to use           
throughout the year that will benefit all of us!  

 
 

ШÉÖ~~EÅШ[ÅÖfÑ 
 
ÉƨůůĲƖШŔƚШƣőĲШĤĲƚƣШƚĲċƚŸŰШŉŸƖШċШƻŔĤƖċŰƣШċƖƖċǃШŸŉ ŉƖĲƚőШŉƖƨŔƣƚ ƣőċƣШŰŸƣШŸŰũǃШƣċƚƣĲШƚƽĲĲƣĲƖШċŰĬШ
ŢƨŔĦŔĲƖШĤƨƣШċũƚŸШŸǭĲƖШŸƓƣŔůċũШŰƨƣƖŔƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШőǃĬƖċƣŔŸŰЮШ9őŸŸƚŔŰŊ ŔŰ-ƚĲċƚŸŰШůĲċŰƚШĲŰŢŸǃŔŰŊШШШШШШ
ƓƖŸĬƨĦĲШċƣШŔƣƚШŰċƣƨƖċũШĤĲƚƣЮ 
 
ìőċƣШ[ƖƨŔƣƚШ ƖĲШfŰШÉĲċƚŸŰШŔŰШÉƨůůĲƖе 
 
ÑőĲШƚƨůůĲƖШůŸŰƣőƚШĤƖŔŰŊШċŰШċĤƨŰĬċŰĦĲШŸŉа 
¶ 7ĲƖƖŔĲƚа ÉƣƖċƽĤĲƖƖŔĲƚЯШĤũƨĲĤĲƖƖŔĲƚЯШĤũċĦťĤĲƖƖŔĲƚЯШċŰĬШƖċƚƓĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШċƖĲШċƣШƣőĲŔƖШƓĲċťЯШĤƨƖƚƣŔŰŊШ
ƽŔƣőШǰċƻŸƖШċŰĬШŰƨƣƖŔĲŰƣƚЮ 
¶ ÉƣŸŰĲШ[ƖƨŔƣƚа ÂĲċĦőĲƚЯШŰĲĦƣċƖŔŰĲƚЯШƓũƨůƚЯШċƓƖŔĦŸƣƚЯШċŰĬШĦőĲƖƖŔĲƚШċƖĲШƖŔƓĲШċŰĬШƖĲċĬǃЮШШШШШШШ
9őĲƖƖŔĲƚЯШŔŰШƓċƖƣŔĦƨũċƖЯШőċƻĲШċШƚőŸƖƣШƚĲċƚŸŰЯШůċťŔŰŊШƣőĲůШċШƚƨůůĲƖШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣЮ 
¶ ~ĲũŸŰƚа ìċƣĲƖůĲũŸŰЯШĦċŰƣċũŸƨƓĲЯШċŰĬШőŸŰĲǃĬĲƽШċƖĲШƚƨůůĲƖШƚƣċƓũĲƚЯШƓƖŔǍĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲŔƖШőŔŊőШ
ƽċƣĲƖШĦŸŰƣĲŰƣШċŰĬШƖĲŉƖĲƚőŔŰŊШƣċƚƣĲЮ 
]ƖċƓĲƚа ÑőĲǃШƖŸƨŰĬШŸƨƣШƣőĲШƚĲċƚŸŰќƚШŸǭĲƖŔŰŊƚЯШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣШŉŸƖШƚŰċĦťŔŰŊЮ 
 
ìőǃШEċƣШfŰ-ÉĲċƚŸŰШÉƨůůĲƖШ[ƖƨŔƣе 
¶ 7ĲƣƣĲƖШÑċƚƣĲа [ƖƨŔƣƚШƖŔƓĲŰĲĬШŰċƣƨƖċũũǃШŔŰШƣőĲШƚƨůůĲƖШƚƨŰШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШƖŔĦőĲƖШǰċƻŸƖƚШċŰĬШŢƨŔĦŔĲƖШ
ƣĲǂƣƨƖĲƚЮШ§ƨƣ-Ÿŉ-ƚĲċƚŸŰШŉƖƨŔƣЯШŸŉƣĲŰШƓŔĦťĲĬШĲċƖũǃШŉŸƖШƣƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣЯШĦċŰќƣШůċƣĦőШƣőĲШƚƽĲĲƣŰĲƚƚШċŰĬШ
ċƖŸůċШŸŉШũŸĦċũЯШŔŰ-ƚĲċƚŸŰШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲЮ 
cǃĬƖċƣŔŸŰа ~ċŰǃШƚƨůůĲƖШŉƖƨŔƣƚЯШĲƚƓĲĦŔċũũǃШůĲũŸŰƚЯШőċƻĲШőŔŊőШƽċƣĲƖШĦŸŰƣĲŰƣуƽċƣĲƖůĲũŸŰШŔƚШ
ċĤŸƨƣШΦΞӖШƽċƣĲƖуőĲũƓŔŰŊШƣŸШťĲĲƓШǃŸƨШőǃĬƖċƣĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШőŸƣШĬċǃƚЮ 
 
9ƖĲċƣŔƻĲШìċǃƚШƣŸШEŰŢŸǃШÉƨůůĲƖШ[ƖƨŔƣ 
¶ ĬĬШĤĲƖƖŔĲƚЯШŊƖċƓĲƚЯШŸƖШůĲũŸŰШƣŸШƚċũċĬƚШŉŸƖШċШĤƨƖƚƣШŸŉШĦŸũŸƖШċŰĬШƚƽĲĲƣŰĲƚƚЮ 
¶ ]ƖŔũũШƓĲċĦőĲƚЯШƓŔŰĲċƓƓũĲЯШŸƖШĤċŰċŰċƚШƣŸШĦċƖċůĲũŔǍĲШƣőĲŔƖШƚƨŊċƖƚШċŰĬШĲŰőċŰĦĲШƣőĲŔƖШǰċƻŸƖЮ 
¶ 7ũĲŰĬШƽċƣĲƖůĲũŸŰШŸƖШƚƣƖċƽĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШŔŰƣŸШƖĲŉƖĲƚőŔŰŊШƚůŸŸƣőŔĲƚШŸƖШƚũƨƚőŔĲƚЮ 
~ċťĲШƚċũƚċƚШƽŔƣőШůċŰŊŸЯШƓĲċĦőĲƚЯШŸƖШƚƣƖċƽĤĲƖƖŔĲƚШƣŸШƓċŔƖШƽŔƣőШŊƖŔũũĲĬШƓƖŸƣĲŔŰƚЮ 
ÉƨůůĲƖШŔƚШƣőĲШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣШƣŔůĲШƣŸШĲŰŢŸǃШŉƖĲƚőШƓƖŸĬƨĦĲЮ 
 
ÉŸƨƖĦĲƚа 
ƚťШƣőĲШ[ŸŸĬШ]ĲĲťЯШ[ŸŸĬШÅĲƻŸũƨƣŔŸŰШ ĲƣƽŸƖťЯШÅŔƻĲƖƚŔĬĲŸŰũŔŰĲЮĦŸůЯШŰŔĤЮĦŸůЮċƨ 
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 There have been some new activities around the Day Services 
South Building.  They have a great group of artists for     

Diamond Art Club.  They are having fun doing some really fun 
creations.  Some brought their own projects from home.  Itõs 

been a lot of fun.  
There has also has been some friendly competition with some 

Board Games.  

Thank you to the ladies from Trinity Lutheran Church.  They stopped 
by and helped people make a Butterfly craft for Easter.  They also 

brought treat bags for everyone!  
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 SPRING FORMAL 
Once again, the VCHS Junior class hosted a Spring Formal dance the day     

after their Prom.  The decorations were beautiful and the music and dancing 
was great!  Everyone looked so elegant!  

HAPPPY RETIREMENT 
Individuals and staff each 

held a retirement party for 
Elaine Walls  before she 

hung up her hat and headed 
south to Sunny Arizona.  
She is looking forward to 

the Sunshine, Desert living 
and all the Cactus they have 

down there! 
Good Luck Elaine 


